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GROUP ART UNIT 5355 
EXAMINER: Lynda C. Jasmin 
DATE: February 3, 2006 
James E. Murray 
69 South Gate Drive 
Poughkeepsie, NY 12601 



RESPONSE TO REQUIREMENT FOR INFORMATION 
UNDER 37 CFR 1.105 

MAIL STOP AMENDMENT 
Honorable Commissioner for Patents 
P.O. Box 1450 

Alexandria, VA 223 1 3- 1 450 



Sir: 



In response to the requirement dated 12/09/2005, please find the enclosed 
Information Disclosure Statement listing items thought to be pertinent to the 
above-identified application. The items listed in this Information Disclosure 
Statement include the article entitled "The Anatomy of a Large-Scale Hypertextual 
Web Search Engine" by Sergey Brin and Lawrence Page mentioned on page 6 of 
the application; an overview of a book named Modern Information Retrieval by 
Baeza- Yates and Ribeiro-Neto; Information Disclosure Statements, one submitted 
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for the present application and the other for copending U.S. Patent Application 
serial #10/120,082 (Applicants' docket CHA920020001US1) and finally the 
Google database. 

The present application is directed at the promotion by a merchant of 
products and services in a deterministic manner free of conflicting actions by 
modifying raw ranking data based on the merchants interests. When a shopper 
enters a set of key words in an entry field in an on-screen form for a web server to 
obtain a list of items (products and/or services) of interest to the shopper, the 
documents describing the items can be prioritized using a weighting factor by the 
information provided by the merchant. The weighting factor is combined with 
existing ranking mechanisms to, the documents to increase the probability that 
certain items come to the top when the search results are presented to the shopper. 
These items could be used to ensure shoppers do not overlook special offers or to 
reduce overstocks by promoting products with a large inventory. The weighting 
factor is configured so as to not decrease the shoppers confidence in the ranking 
process. 

The information requested here is the same as requested in connection with 
the above mentioned copending U.S. Application. As pointed out in the response 
dated 12/15/05 to that request, some of the inventors felt that the enclosed Brin 
and Page article was the closest overall reference to the present invention. The 
Modern Information Retrieval book by Baeza-Yates et al is considered as a good 
source on information retrieval. The article and the book discuss the weighting of 
search terms of a query vector in the retrieval of documents. U.S. Patent 
#6,269,361 and other references listed in the previously submitted Information 
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Disclosure Statements show that bias ranking to obtain preference of articles is 
shown in the prior art The Google database was used to obtain the copies of the 
mentioned Biin and Page article and the overview of the Baeza- Yates, 
Ribeiro-Neto book. 

t 

The present application is not directed at ranking algorithms in general, but 
to those that provide for bias recking or modification of the results to promote 
products. Since the bias ranking is generally old, as shown in the above 
mentioned patent, it is felt that the mentioned documents provide a proper 
background for consideration of applicants improved technique tor increasing the 
probability of certain hems being presented to the shopper in search results. 

For the above reasons, it is respectfully suhmitted that the application be 
reconsidered after reviewing the mentioned prior art sources. 



RESPECTFULLY SUBMITTED, 





James E. Murray - Attorney 
Registration No.: 20,915 
Phone: (845)462-4763 
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